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plants  often   enough   to   keep   the
ground from drying out.

The onion maggot is the larva of
a Jh which is slightly smaller than a
housefly. The eggs are laid at the
base of the leaves where they hatch
and the small larvae, about a third
of an inch long, work into the stem
and the bulb. They kill the leaves
and by working into the bulb cause it
to decay.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS:   The
price of onion sets may be anywhere
from two to six dollars a bushel. The
person who wants a little side line
as a hobby can grow from a half
acre to an acre of sets with very lit-
tle expense and have a good income
for his spare time.  By having the
ground in good  condition   a   good
yield can be obtained. The sets must
fae stored in an airy, drying place un-
til freezing weather, when they have
to be stored in a place where they
will not freeze. They must be stored
in shallow trays while they are being
aired, but may be stored,  to save
space, in bags after they are cured.
The trays may be stored outdoors
with a cover over the top.
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ORACH

TYPES AND VARIETIES: There are a
number of species, but only the hor-

tensis is much used. It has three vari-
eties which differ in the color of the
foliage.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
The plants serve their purpose best
in temperate climates. They have a
short growing season. They do best
in soils that are well limed and well
drained.

Orach

DESCRIPTION: Orach (Atriplex hor~
tensis),   often   called   FRENCH   or
MOUNTAIN SPINACH, is an annual that
grows to a height of three feet and
has a very succulent, branched stem
with inconspicuous flowers and long,
slender,    soft-textured    leaves,    for
which the plant is sometimes called
Butter Leaves. The plants are native
to the Mediterranean countries and
are usually found wild in saline soils,
especially those near salt marshes or
desert country. They are used as a
fiotaerb or as a substitute for spinach.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The seed is
sown in the spring as soon as the soil
can be worked. Plantings are made
every two weeks. The seed is planted
in rows 18 to 20 inches apart and the
plants are blocked out to 10 inches
apart in the row. The plants are used
as   soon   as   the   young  leaves   are
formed, so that if they are thinned as
they are used, there is no need to thin
them otherwise. When the weather
gets hot,  the plants  shoot to  seed
quickly and new plantings should be
made. The old plants are then pulled
out.  The  culture of orach is very
much Hke spinach (which see). This